
Seward Neighborhood Group’s Community Development Committee 
July 14, 2020  |  DRAFT Minutes 

 
Attendance: Peter D’Ascoli, Sheldon Mains, Rita Doucet & Tom Beer, Sam Graf, Leann, 
Corinne Shindelar, Joe Buck, Lisa Boehlke, Kaalid Omar, Robin Garwood, Chris Romano, 
Aida Kahlifalla, Nate Karnitz, Carl Gustafson & Ashley Brown, Winston Cavert, Alexis 
Troschinetz. 
 
 
7:00  Introductions & Pass June Minutes 

Sheldon moves. Kaalid seconds. All in favor of passing the June minutes.  

 
7:12  Lawless Distilling Company, Nate Karnitz 

Courtesy Notice: Plans to temporarily expand their patio (2619 S 28th Ave) due to the 
disruption caused to business from COVID-19. The patio expansion will be located in the street 
and by the sidewalk outside of the business. No variance or public hearing required. 

 
Applied for expansion into roadway for patio use. Received approvals with the city in about 

2 weeks and it has been operating already for 2 weeks now. They’re utilizing 6 ft out from the curb 
and 120 ft in length with 30 spots to sit outdoors. In the application, they stated more extensive 
hours (4-11pm Mon-Sun). In reality, they find that they are serving cocktails Thur, Fri, Sat only and 
until about 10pm / sundown. It’s been pretty quiet and customers are respectful to employees and 
the neighborhood. Please be sure to inform Nate / Lawless if there are disruptions to the 
neighborhood from the business, but he doesn’t anticipate it. Doing the best they can to retain 
business through COVID. They are located at the dead end where Park Supply used to be and 
where Acme is, and so it is convenient; not a lot of evening traffic there. Peter: Still doing carry out? 
Yes, pick-ups during business hours. Grateful for the support from the neighborhood. Winston: It is 
beyond the call of your legal duty to give us this notice and come to our meeting. So, thank you for 
bringing this to the community for discussion. Any feedback from immediate neighbors? Anyone 
unhappy yet? Nate: There’s been no pushback from nearby neighbors. In fact, during the unrest, 
some community building happened by sticking together to get through a tough week. Sheldon: 
Good use of parking spaces - takes space away from cars and gives it to people.  

 
7:22  Agra Development - Letter of Engagement-to-Date 

Newport Midwest attended the CDC April 14th Meeting. See the minutes and recording of 
that meeting here: https://sng.org/2020/04/21/cdc-minutes-from-april-14/  They also met with a 
small group of Seward Towers residents on May 7th. COVID-19 has made it challenging to have 
more widespread public engagement, and SNG’s capacity has been limited to be able to manage 
more public meetings since mid-May. Nevertheless, funding deadlines for this project stay the 
same. We reviewed a draft letter to accompany a funding application that is due at the end of the 
month (to Met Council we believe). The letter may also go with other funding applications in the fall, 
as it is written generic enough to do so. It is not a letter of support, but rather a letter outlining the 

https://sng.org/2020/04/21/cdc-minutes-from-april-14/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MFHV391Mt43dWd_UKRG4SvZWFpocD0iQVtTfMTCeKsw/edit?usp=sharing


engagement we’ve had with the developer to-date. It’s too early in the process and not enough 
community engagement has occurred to be able to write a letter of support at this time. 
Proposed 7 story multifamily income qualified housing development slated for the former Perkins 
site at 27th and Franklin Avenues. Chris thinks the mentions of Redesign in the letter read well and 
accurately describe what’s been done. Newport Midwest, the developer, approached Redesign for 
a letter of support a few weeks ago, but they had to decline. Not only because it was a little too 
short of turnaround time, but also because Redesign feels it is too early in the process for them to 
write a letter of support. Redesign would like to see Newport Midwest start to really incorporate 
community input into the design and have a clearer understanding of how input will be welcomed 
over the many, many months of bringing a development like this together. Chris wants to see 
authentic community engagement, not just a check the box approach. Chris wants to know what 
the community voice can be around the decisions, what community ownership there can be. 
Sheldon: thinks the letter is fine. Explains how we’ve been involved without giving support. Just fyi, 
Seward median income is about 50% of the metro area median income. Winston: reasonable and 
appropriate to give a letter that documents engagement but certainly would not want to be giving a 
letter of support at this time. Alexis will look at the letter to see if we need to add an explicit 
statement that “this is not a letter of support…”  Joe: be more clear about what we are doing, rather 
than what we’re not. If it is clear, then leave it as is. Procedurally, the letter needs to be approved 
by the SNG board with a motion from this board.  
 
SNG co-authors a letter with Newport Midwest documenting the community engagement for 
the developer’s use with funding applications, namely one due at the end of July to the 
Metropolitan Council. The committee approved use of the draft letter with slight edits as 
deemed necessary by Alexis. Sheldon moves. Lisa seconds. Motion passes. Chris abstains. 
 
What are the next steps in general with the Agra development? Do we have any leverage that can 
go with this letter?  The project has been shifted out 6 or 8 months. So, there’s a little more time for 
community engagement than was originally thought. SNG has a full plate of commitments right 
now with staff and board changes and managing the business fund and other committee activities. 
It will be challenging to host any community meetings for input on the development in the next 
month or so due to these commitments. Newport Midwest is looking to take their design to the City 
to begin approval processes in January 2021. They are very focused on pursuing funding before 
turning their attention back to the design. So, they would ideally want community engagement in 
October/November. At this time, we have been putting off Newport, not the other way around. It 
would be good for the CDC to continue refining the [not mentioned in the meeting, but it is in the 
letter… in the meantime, we will be posting information on the SNG website and collecting 
feedback that way.] 
 
7:43  Matthews Park - potential encampment (45:46) 

Minneapolis Parks and Recreation Board passed resolution 2020-253 on June 17, 2020, 
declaring MPRB's commitment "to provide refuge space to people currently experiencing 
homelessness while continuing to work with local and state organizations to identify long-term 
housing solutions for people at the Powderhorn encampment and others throughout the city." 



As of the writing of this agenda, just two tents are in Matthews Park. With the CDC tasked 
with considering the built environment of Seward, this topic is on the agenda to see if any 
discussion about this is needed or desired. 

 
Sheldon: Looking at MPRB website, it notes 560 tents in Powderhorn, 38 parks have tents 

(1-3 tents). Sam: wonders what is the aim of having this on tonight’s agenda; what’s the action? 
Alexis clarifies that it up to the community. We wanted to make space available to discuss. Actions 
can be anywhere on a spectrum with examples of: no action, write a letter, organize activities or a 
response.  Aida: no solution of where they can go. Leann: addiction and mental health. Concern 
about assaults and robberies. Proximity to a school. Less about homelessness and more about 
what comes along with it. How do we get to a point that we can address the core issues? Aida: 
articles with people’s experiences help us understand the issues. Sam: there are organizations that 
are looking at what places to host sanctuaries and Matthews Park is not currently slated. Wants to 
help dispel the assumption that all folks in tents have addiction and mental health issues. Rita: We 
should have some contingency plan with the Park Board to be ready to act if needed. Alexis: at 
least open the lines of communication. Sheldon: have to connect through at-large commissioners 
probably; because working through AK Hassan hasn’t produced results. We could simply adopt a 
wait and watch approach. Sam: to Rita’s point about the contingency plan; there are plans drafted 
by the Sanctuary Movement (https://minneapolissanctuary.org/); reach out to Powderhorn for any 
plans they have developed. Lisa: Suggests folks meet these new neighbors in our park and try to 
connect them to resources. Corinne: for the stage we are at, more about awareness and how SNG 
communicates with the community on this topic. Winston: it’s by accident that this is the 
responsibility of MPRB; responsibility lies with other institutions; it’s just that physically the tents 
were set-up in parks. Talking to MPRB commissioners may not be the appropriate path to take. 
Sam: agrees. Londel French has probably pushed the powers of MPRB as far as possible. 
Suggests the power and decision making might be at the County level. Action: next SNG 
newsletter which should go out before the end of the month - let’s not make assumptions, let’s offer 
resources, please contact your county and state representatives to direct resources to solving 
homelessness. Sam is willing to draft an article of no more than 200 words; sending text by 
Tuesday July 21st.  Aida: What is the back-up plan? Sam: let’s not publish a back-up plan. Chris: 
on board with this. Kaalid: good direction to take initially. Need federal level resources. Tom: 
include voluntary efforts going on in Powderhorn in newsletter piece too.  

 
 

8:16  Seward Business Relief and Rebuild Fund 
In June, SNG, SCCA, and Redesign set up a GoFundMe to accept donations to help 

businesses recover from physical damage sustained from the unrest. At the June CDC meeting, 
funding criteria was discussed. The three implementing organizations and volunteers have met 
twice since mid-June. We’ll provide an update on the criteria and plan for getting these funds out to 
businesses.  

 
8:23  Councilmember report 

Truck parking hearings are on hold until public gatherings can happen. There’s still a lot of 
interest from the council to finish the truck parking working, but haven’t figured out how to have that 

https://minneapolissanctuary.org/


work happen. Joe asks if there’s any improvement to the enforcement abilities. It seemed to offer 
businesses hope. Robin has noticed quick response, but he’s not positive how quickly.  Still the 
council’s intent to pass the draft ordinance. Sam: Is the city considering acquisition of land for 
temporary shelter over the winter? Robin: intentional community ordinance that was passed last 
year may offer some solutions and PPL and Hennepin Co and Street Voices for Change are 
bringing an idea forward to pursue a couple of site - maybe the Kmart site and a non-park parcel of 
MPRB land. Kmart site is also a possible site for the new post office site - so trying to determine if 
both could fit there and would the uses fit well together; also aren’t sure if the folks in that part of 
town have been engaged yet. Robin is curious if the intentional community would be a good model. 
Hesitant to say that we would jump right back into something like the navigation center. Opioid 
dealer predation ($3M).  
 
8:34 Redesign report 

Redesign is holding their community development committee this week. Let’s 
cross-pollinate on the Agra project. Focus Arts Building is under renovation, putting storefront glass 
and redoing the roof. Foci (internationally known glass blowing) will open this fall.  Dance company, 
Somali-owned media production. Seward Community - with the aftermath of the unrest, there will 
be some sites that will be available for rebuilding and what vision do we want to have for these 
sites. Always.  
 
8:40  Seeking Volunteers - Window Repair 

When plywood was put up on businesses, small holes went into the cross bars of the 
windows. Those holes need to be filled. Who can lead this effort and organize other volunteers to 
make sure these holes are repaired relatively soon?   Peter, Joe.  

 
8:42 Adjourn 


