
Seward Neighborhood Group
Community Development Committee (CDC)

January 14, 2020 | 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

In attendance: Ellen Squires (Chair), Robin Garwood, Sheldon Mains, Marina Luger, Jon Tripp, 
KJ Starr, Brian Miller, Nick Sirek, Brigid Higgins, Karen Panton , Chris Romano, Bill Solomen, 
Michelle Poeschel, Greg Tromiczak, Winston Cavert, Sam Graf (Note Taker)
 
7:00pm Welcome and Introductions 

7:10pm Discussion of 2020 CDC Committee Goals and Calendar

As this was the first CDC meeting of the year, the committee invited committee members present 
to consider what priorities and goals the committee for the coming year. While the people 
gathered may both be representative of the broader concerns of the Seward community, the 
conversation was a chance for seasoned committee members to lay out some history of work and 
for elected and appointed officials to share their office’s priorities. 

Please see the ‘SNG-CDC 2020 Draft Goals and Priorities’ document for a working list of items 
that the SNG CDC has given a priorities.

Present committee members brought up the Perkins site, vacant homes, traffic calming measures, 
as items to work on. Considerations of the Cedar, Franklin, Minnehaha intersection where given 
as well as organizing neighbors to reinforce the importance of Bonding Money for the Murphey 
Square HWY 94 bridge. 

A large part of the conversation was focused on participants concern about traffic safety. While 
the Committee worked in 2019 to complete the ‘Seward Transportation Safety Plan’, the items 
listed in the plan have not been formally prioritized. Given such efforts as ‘Vision Zero’ – A city 
initiative to eliminate deaths and severe injuries on city streets, the committee would like to rank 
the items in the plan in terms of importance and feasibility. 

KJ Starr and Michelle Poeschel shared their experience with the 26th Street, 31st Ave 
intersection and strongly recommended that the committee advocate for traffic calming measures 
there. Robin Garwood described the possibility of a roundabout constructed out of pylons and a 
road sign, similar to the installation on 36th Ave in Longfellow. 

At the February 11th CDC Meeting, Committee members will discuss how to begin 
prioritizing the items  on the Seward Transportation Safety Plan. 



7:30pm Review of the 'Reconnecting Neighborhoods Plan' with community feedback 
on the final draft 
With Brigid Higgins and Christopher Romano form Seward Redesign

Brigid Higgins gave a brief presentation of the Reconnecting Neighborhoods Plan which the 
CDC has been engaged with for the past three years. The Report came about through a 
partnership between Seward Redesign, Hennepin County, the City of Minneapolis, and the 
Minnesota Department of Transportation. Business associations, neighborhood groups, and 
institutions with a community presence where also engaged in the planning process. 

The plan looks at the 5 bridge crossings over Highway 94 from Cedar Avenue to Riverside 
Avenue and identified changes that would facilitate safer and more convenient use of these 
crossings between Cedar Riverside and Seward.

Higgins highlighted the implementation timeline in the plan and how big of a win it was to get 
all the partners on the same page. The plan exists as a road map for the impacted communities 
can hold government partners accountable to a timeline and a set of conditions. The items laid 
out in the plan are high-level conceptual designs. It is given that there will be additional design 
work that the neighborhood will have a chance to give input on. 

Some aspects of the plan have already begun to be implemented, for example - The crossing 
from Triangle Part to Seward Tower West. 

Winston Cavert moves; Karen Panton Seconds. 
I move that this committee enthusiastically endorse the Reconnecting Neighborhood Plan and 
authorize Neighborhood Staff to take actions to support the Plan, including advocacy for 
funding going forward, and vocal support of enacting items in the plan. The CDC would like 
to express great thanks to Seward Redesign for all their outstanding work. 
Motion Passes

7:50pm Discuss conditions of the 5-way 22nd Street, 32nd Ave, & Minneapolis Ave 
intersection
With Annie & Nick Sirek

Nick Sirek shared his concerns about the 5-way 22nd Street, 32nd Ave, & Minneapolis Ave 
intersection next to his home. 22nd street is uncontrolled and passes through the intersection with 
a slight turn that may suggest to drivers they could take one of two ways with out stopping. Sirek 
recommended that some traffic calming measures be considered for the intersection. 

Karen Paton, who also live adjacent to the intersection believed no changed to the middle of the 
intersection should be considered given the intersections importance to plows. Paton see traffic 
increase in the mornings and afternoon with people dropping off and picking up their children at 
the Day Cares on 25th Street two blocks south of the intersection. 



Robin Garwood shared that the city has no record of accidents at the intersection and Paton 
agreed that she has not experienced any in her 40 years of living adjacent to it. 

Sieck would like to have the intersection added to the Seward Transportation Safety Plan and 
added that his concerns where about pedestrians crossing the intersection.

Sheldon Mains Moved; Marina Luger Seconded
Have SNG send a letter to Seward Cooperative Child Care asking them to communicate with 
their parents that with their increased traffic in the morning and afternoon to significantly 
reduce speed as they come and go through the surrounding neighborhood.
Motion Passes

8:10pm Discussion of the February 11th CDC Agenda Items

• Evaluate addition criteria for SNG Traffic Safety Plan
• Prioritizing SNG Safety Plan for 2020, , ensuring that a greater diversity of Seward 

neighbors participate in this process. The Committee will work to communicate that this 
will be happening at the next CDC Meeting

• Winston will try to contact the Ethiopian Church – Get Contact From Brian and Chris

Work on creative outreach to get more voices in this space – how can we get more energy and 
diversity in the public safety plan needs to be emphasized by the committee. 

8:15pm Updates

• City Council Member Gordon

Robin Garwood shared that A City meeting will take place on Wednesday, January 29th at 
Matthews Park Rec Center from 6 – 7:30 pm. At this meeting the language of the proposed 
ordinance will be made available and neighbors will be able to share their thoughts and concerns.

The proposed ordinance would eliminate truck parking, for trucks over a certain size, across the 
entire city. This is currently the case for streets in residential areas.

8:30pm Adjourn


