
Community Development Committee Minutes
April 14, 2020

Present: Joe Buck, Chris Romano, Ewart Martins, Kerry Cashman, Pat Staiger, Kathy Sikora, 
Bob Hain, Tara Inman, Kip, Lisa Boehlke, Tiger Worku, Brad & Gloria Croissant, Chris 
Romano, Jennifer Schonzeit, Sheldon Mains, Alexis Troschinetz, Cam Gordon, Rick and Denise 
Musser, Fred Kreider, Roger Howley, Bob Mack, Winston Cavert
Speaker: Claire VanderEyk, Senior Development Associate of Newport Midwest, LLC
Motion to accept the agenda and the March minutes Sheldon Mains moves and Joe Buck 
seconds.
7:15pm    Report by Claire VanderEyk, Senior Development Associate of Newport 
Midwest, LLC
She is here to give us a glimpse with the early stage of this development. Everything she is 
sharing is preliminary and subject to change.  
Newport Midwest, LLC has purchased the Perkins Development site and the land around it 
and is hoping to redevelop this site. See below for a short description of this proposed 
development.

Newport Midwest proposes Agra, a new construction affordable housing development in the 
Seward neighborhood of Minneapolis. Agra will add 174 units of affordable housing with 
rent levels targeted towards households earning at or below 60% Area Median Income 
(AMI). Furthermore, Agra will set aside 97 units (56%) with rents targeted to households 
earning at or below 50% AMI and an additional eight (18) units set aside for rents targeted 
to households earning at or below 30% AMI. Finally, Newport Midwest is seeking to 
leverage a partnership with Hennepin County, which was first established during the 
structuring of the set aside mix at Hook & Ladder Apartments (Northeast Minneapolis), to 
set aside 17 housing units for Hennepin County Human Services and Public Health 
Department (HSPHD) clients. Project Based Section 8 will be secured from the Minneapolis 
Public Housing Authority for these units. 

In addition to being a residence to a truly income-diverse population, Agra will incorporate 
urban agriculture into the community. A 5,000 square foot hydroponic farm will be located on 
the south-facing edge of the building’s rooftop. A minimum of 40% of the fresh produce 
harvested from the farm will be made available to the residents as well as the greater 
community and it will be operated and managed by a local hydroponic grower. Agra will be 
the first of its kind in Minneapolis, though it will be modeled after Arbor House, a Low 
Income Housing Tax Credit development completed in 2012 in the Bronx, New York City. 
This concept will bring the connection of access to affordable housing and access to fresh, 
locally produced food together in a unique and innovative way.

There is a Zoom recording of this nearly 1.5 hour discussion with many 
helpful and up-to-date visuals. We encourage you to watch the recording for 
details. 



The following are some of the highlights from the conversation.  
Newport Midwest is in the early stages and are open to feedback and want to hear our ideas. 
They are interested in engaging communities early in the process.
Who they are:

• Their first development in Minneapolis is Hook in Ladder in the Holland Neighborhood. 
This development had high environmental standards.  First multi family building with 
that level of focus on sustainability. 

• Second unit is in Standish.  
• They are an affordable housing developer doing work all across the nation.
• Claire and another colleague (Becky Langdon) are based right here in the Twin Cities. 

Some stand out issues:
• Project Based Section 8 individual will never pay more than 30% of their household 

income.
• Hydroponic rooftop gardening.  Urban agriculture.  40 % of harvest will go to 

community or nonprofit.  It will be a 5,000 square foot garden which looks to be the right 
size for the grower they are working with.

• Timeline:  seeking funding affordable housing tax credits, over the course of next few 
months.  They should know if they get funds by the end of 2020 and hope to close and be 
under construction by April or May 2021 and about an 18 month construction.  TIF Tax 
increment Financing. Resident move in would be in late 2022.

• Parking:  They will have a 0.7 to 1 ratio for parking stalls to units, meaning there are 0.7 
partking stalls for every unit.  They plan to invest into the public realm, bus shelter, bike 
racks.  They have not decided if there will be a fee for a parking spot.  Majority of 
parking is underground all of it is inside.

• Who owns the building?    NewPort Midwest long-term owner at least 30 years.  Who 
manages it?  In-house management company.  Management is responsible for upkeep and 
security.

• Will building be LEED certified or have Solar energy.  Possibly but not sure if it will 
be financially feasible.  Will the building be completely Green Certified like Arbor House 
in NY is?  Sustainability is an important goal.  Engaged a sustainable designer consultant 
to make sure that the whole plan is sustainable but they won’t necessarily seek 
certification.

• Looking into reusing storm water, working with MWMO.  Water use for the hydroponics.
• Arbor House has a green house on entire roof and AGRA is a smaller portion of the 

rooftop due to needing to be on the 4th floor not the 7th floor (building code). They are 
working with much smaller growers than the New York building.  5000 square feet is the 
right amount of space for the planned grower.

• They have already made changes to design from what was presented to the planning 
department on February 27th (https://lims.minneapolismn.gov/download/Agenda/382/
Agra%20Apartments.pdf/39811/1498/Agra%20Apartments). Such as moving the green 
house to 4th floor.  

• What happens after 30 years when the income restrictions end?  Their hope is to keep the 
income restriction.

• Design:  Why does the building come so close to the sidewalk.  It looks very imposing on 
the designs.  Are you open to changing the design so there is more space.  Walk ups to 



some units.  They want to include plantings and hope to include edible plantings.  
• Lighting:  Their desire is to have uplighting on plantings and walls. The space will be 

very well lit to increase safety.
• Possible to add a boulevard on Franklin like that on Riverside?  They are open to that 

idea.
• Has retail been considered for first floor?  Hard to do retail because of funding.  Working 

on being creative including hydroponic.  Wants to add to the community.
• Looking to partner with their grower to program a space on the ground floor for classes 

with residents and the community.  See opportunities for other large scale options for 
cooking classes.  They are in contact with Seward Coop to develop community cooking 
classes.

• What about a play area for kids?  Rooftop play area for kids zoned for multiple ages. 
Fitness Center:  combine rambunctious activities into fitness center like a climbing wall?

• Anticipating in-unit laundry.
• It was suggested from the community that they do sister programming with Los 

Compeones fitness to get people in the community and support local businesses rather 
than develop their own fitness center/programming.

• The goal is that when you walk into the building, you will know Urban Agriculture is a 
big theme.

• Opportunities for residents to do some of their own growing, in units or in outside 
planters.

• There will be two Club rooms, one on 2nd floor and one on the 7th floor.  Club room is 
for residents but available for community.

• Not planning to have supportive social services beyond what will be offered through 
Hennepin County for the 17 or so units of transitional housing planned within the unit 
mix. 

• Management companies prioritize bilingual staff in the areas of high need.  The property 
in Holland neighborhood has a bilingual Somali speaking management staff member.

• A flexible community use space will be in the southeast corner of the building facing 
Franklin.  Space on Franklin will be fully activated by use.  All along Franklin will be 
community space. Fitness space, arts and crafts room will be lit 24 hours.

• Street improvements on Franklin:  plantings, incorporate a nicer bus shelter, update 
sidewalk  improvements. 

• Are you seeking support from SNG for variances?  Yes, they want a letter of support, 
set back variance, not in the position to request that support yet.

Community goals and dreams for this development:  The Q&A with Claire went very long 
so we will be setting up a visioning meeting in the future. Claire, Kerry and Alexis will talk 
about next steps.  They want feedback and SNG wants to discuss what Seward wants for this 
development.


